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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
9 October 2020 

 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 9 October 2020 
 
 
Present  
 
Councillor:  A Glass (Chairman) 
 
Councillors: T Denton and G Hill 
 
 
18 Election of Chairman  

 
Cllr Glass was elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

19 Apologies for Absence  
 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr D Ashcroft.  
 

20 Chairman's Announcements  
 
There were no Chairman’s announcements. 
 

21 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

22 Licensing Act 2003 - Variation of a Premises Licence - Queens Head, 
Village Street, Sheet, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 2AH  
 
The Chairman addressed the applicant Mr Berry, she understood, that the 
applicants or their legal representative had not registered an indication to speak 
at this Committee as required by the Committee procedure. She asked Mr 
Berry why the advance notice to speak had not been given. It would then be at 
the Committees discretion as to whether he or his legal representative would be 
given leave to speak. 
 
Mr Berry explained that he had not been aware that he needed to register to 
address the committee. 
 
The committee agreed that Mr Berry should remain and take part in the 
meeting. 
 
The Chairman invited the Senior Licensing Officer to introduce the report. 
 
The Senior Licensing Officer introduced the report. The hearing related to a 
variation of a premises licence application made by Regina Cucina Limited for 
the Queens Head in Sheet.  
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A copy of the application was in appendix A of the agenda. The plan of the 
premises and location plan were shown in appendix B and E and could be 
shown on the screen if required. 
 
The applicant had requested to vary their premises licence to include a covered 
seating area outside the premises for the use of live and recorded music and 
the sale and supply of alcohol as detailed in section 3.3 of the agenda. The 
application asked the applicant to state how they would promote the licensing 
objectives, and this was shown in section 3.7 of the agenda. 
 
The hearing had been called because representations had been received from 
interested persons. These were shown in appendix D of your agenda.  
 
All responsible authorities have been consulted and no representations were 
received. However, South Downs National Authority and Environmental 
Protection have made comments as detailed in section 3.8 of the agenda. 
 
The committee were advised that in determining this application 
 

1. they may grant the application as asked 
2. modify the conditions of the licence, ay altering, omitting or adding 
3. reject the whole or part of the application 

 
She advised that no notices of attendance had been received within the 
specified time frame.  
 
Crispin Foy who has made a representation had advised that he was unable to 
attend the hearing but had advised that he was very keen that the Committee 
understood his non-attendance was not due to a lack of interest or commitment 
to his representation.  
 
She had also received an email from Emily Newton who had made a 
representation but was unable to attend today, which she read out; 
 
“I am afraid that I won't be able to attend the hearing.  I wanted to make it plain 
that this is by no means because I do not think that it is important; indeed, my 
delayed response is due to the fact that I have been trying to rearrange my 
working week in order to be able to be virtually present and represent my 
views; explaining my concerns as much in person as is possible in these 
strange times.  Most unfortunately, I have been unable to do so, and can only 
apologise and hope that my correspondence to you on this important, life-
affecting matter will be taken into consideration and a fair outcome reached.  
 
It is of the utmost importance that the marquee that has been an unlicensed 
and major source of, and contributor to, antisocial, high volume and 
inescapably intrusive noise, emanating from both music speakers and patrons, 
is not further compounded by finally being legalised.  Many attempts at 
reaching a solution to these problems have been made over a number of years; 
to no avail.  The noise, spilling far beyond the boundaries of the pub, has a 
hugely negative impact on my life and on those of many others living in the 
vicinity.  Legitimising the cause of this recurring nightmare would seem like 
giving even greater scope to the problem. I am only sorry that I cannot, 
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unfortunately, appear in person to make these issues clearer to all concerned.  
  
To paint a very brief snapshot, being kept awake by music and patrons on any 
given night of the week, often far beyond midnight, makes having to get up at 6 
a.m. an even greater challenge than it otherwise might be!  A sense of dread in 
anticipation of what awaits when returning to your own home due to such a 
cause is not something anyone should have to live with. 
 
I can only hope that the right outcome is reached, and a solution found.” 
 
The Senior Licensing Officer confirmed that a copy of Ms Newton’s 
representations could be found on pages 56/57 of the agenda. 
 
The difference between the existing licence for the performance live and 
recorded music and the times requested in the application were explained. The 
variation in the license related to the marquee only with the additional seating 
all the other timings were exactly the same as what was on their current 
license. 
 
The Chairman invited Mr Berry the applicant to address the Committee. 
 
Mr Berry addressed the Committee. He explained the application being 
considered by the committee had been submitted at the request of the 
Licensing Department to formalise and regularise the situation that has already 
existed for the last six years since the marquee was erected. Since then they 
had been treating the marquee as an outside area but the licensing authority 
had recently informed them that the marquee should be treated as an inside 
space for licensing purposes, and the intent of the application was to do that. 
 
A number of complaints were made over the past couple of years, but some 
time ago now around noise from the marquee and since then they had self-
regulated to treat the marquee in the same way as the garden and other 
outside areas, as they were aware of the potential for noise nuisance. There 
was certainly no intention to extend their hours of operation nor was there ant 
intention to play more live music in the marquee. In fact, they continued to self-
restrict the hours we operate and play music regardless of their ability to within 
the licensing arrangement. They were also reducing the hours of serving 
alcohol in the marquee to 11pm, which was less than present for other the 
indoor areas. Whilst it appears that some of te letters received were unaware of 
their current license and were worried that this application would result in an 
extension of hours, he could assure residents that this simply was not the case 
and the application was being made for the right reasons, the right intent and 
with the local community upon whom they relied at the centre of their thoughts. 
 
In response to a question on the confusion in the difference between selling 
alcohol in the marquee and in the indoor area (the pub). Mr Berry explained 
that the marquee had to be shown as part of the licensing building, but the 
applicant was not applying for the indoor rules. 
 
The difference between live and recorded music was explained, recorded 
music was background noise the inside area. Mr Berry also confirmed that the 
rules for playing live and recorded music were different. They were asking for 
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recorded music to finish at 11pm, and live music on a Friday and Saturday to 
finish at 9pm, this was in line with what they had at the moment. 
 
The Senior Licensing Officer advised the Committee on live and recorded 
music, it was complicated subject and referred to the Deregulation Act which 
would authorise the playing of live music and recorded music until 11pm. So 
although the applicant had restricted the use of live and recorded music in the 
marquee area they could legally play live and recorded music in that area until 
11pm because it would not be licensable until after11pm. 
 
Mr Berry agreed that the law allowed the playing of live and recorded music 
until 11pm but he felt that they were making it quite clear that there would be no 
intention to this. There had been complaints and they were aware of the issues 
of noise from the marquee as it was not fully enclosed and this was why they 
were making it quite clear that they would follow the rules they used themselves 
for the garden. This was that the garden was closed at 10pm and not serving 
alcohol after 11pm. 
 
In response to a question about disturbance and noise by residents from music 
and was live music solely played from the marquee area as opposed from 
within the public house.  Mr Berry explained that in the past they had held 
weddings and anniversary’s in the marquee, however since speaking to 
Licensing Officers when this came to light at the beginning of the year, they had 
made the decision that they would not be using the marquee for that purpose 
anymore. They had also considered holding an open mic night with people 
bringing their own music in and it had been set up to be used in the marquee. 
Two or three had been held in September, October and November 2019, but 
they had realised that although it was done early and finished at 9pm it was not 
going to work. A lot of speakers had been installed but they had now been 
removed and they had no intention in the future of using it for even for a 
wedding band. If there was a wedding band they would be playing in the inside 
area. 
 
In response to question about complaints referring to noise this year Mr Berry 
said that since they had reopened after the pandemic in July they had been 
running to close at 10pm right through the summer. They had also not been 
playing any music. He felt that they had learned from the previous summer 
when complaints had been received. 
 
The map of the village and location of houses in relation to the public house 
and location of the marquee was considered. It was observed that the village 
was small and noise carried even from people talking in the garden area of the 
public house. 
 
The Chairman invited the Senior Licensing Officer to make a closing statement. 
 
Having considered everything before you today, the committee was obliged to 
determine this application with a view to promoting the licensing objectives, 
which were: 
 

 Prevention of crime and disorder 

 Public safety 
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 Prevention of public nuisance 

 Protection of children from harm. 
 
In making your deliberations, you must have regard to the Councils Licensing 
Policy and National Guidance. 
 
You must have regard to the representations that have been made balanced by 
any conditions offered by the applicant and the evidence that has been heard. 
 
The Committee must take one of the following steps, as it considers necessary 
for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 

 Grant the application as requested 

 Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering or omitting or 
adding to them 

 Reject the whole or part of the application 
  

 
The Committee should note that it cannot modify the conditions or reject the 
whole or part of the application merely because it considers it desirable to do 
so. It must be appropriate in order to promote the licensing objectives. 
 
Please note that you cannot modify the current premises licence which is held 
by the applicant. 
 
The Chairman invited Mr Berry to make final representations. The applicant had 
had the public house for eight years, they were part of the village and part of 
the community. Mr Berry himself had been licensee since 1986 and was fully 
aware as part of the village they needed to take everyone’s considerations into 
account. What they were doing with this application was obviously to legalise 
the use of the marquee and also being aware of what was happening and 
reduce the hours of the use of the marquee to give some confidence that the 
noise would not happen as it did two years ago. 
 
The Solicitor advised the Committee on the Deregulation Act which had been 
referred to earlier. The Act permitted live music to be played between the hours 
of 8am and 11pm before audience of no more that 500 persons and where 
alcohol was being sold. 
 
The Solicitor confirmed that in respect of conditions in relation to the 
Deregulation Act and type of premises (structure of the building) it was on 
premises authorised to sell alcohol by a premises licence or club premises 
certificate. 
 
The Chairman advised that the Sub-Committee would go into a closed meeting 
to make their determination.  
  
The Solicitor advised Mr Berry that he would receive the decision of the Sub-
Committee in the next week.   
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Decision Notice – Application for a Variation of a Premises 
License at Queens Head, Village Street, Sheet, Petersfield, 

Hampshire GU32 2AH- East Hampshire District Council 
Licensing Committee sitting on 9th October 2020 

 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee has been asked to determine whether the 
premises license at the above-described premises should be varied to include a 
marquee area as defined in the application to the premises in accordance with 
the application. 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee were informed that the variation mirrored what 
was already authorised under the Deregulation Act 2015 and that the 
application under the Licensing Act 2003 was already permitted by the 2015 
Act. The Licensing Sub-Committee heard evidence which engaged the 
licensing objective of preventing public nuisance. 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee in its deliberations was very concerned about 
the evidence adduced which engaged the public nuisance objective but after 
further consideration, felt that as the variation mirrored what was already 
authorised under the Deregulation Act 2015, the conditions imposed, sufficed to 
assuage its concerns in this respect The Committee also felt that should there 
be problems in this respect in the future the matter could be brought back to the 
Sub-Committee under the review provisions of the 2003 Act.  
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee have therefore concluded on this occasion that 
the application for variation of the premises license should be granted. 
 
However, the Licensing Sub-Committee would like to observe that there should 
be no hesitation in reviewing the matter if the public nuisance objective was 
engaged in the future. 
 
Appeal: The Applicant, Responsible Authorities and Interested Persons have 
the right to appeal the decision to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of 
receiving official notification of the decision from the Licensing Authority. 

 
The meeting commenced at 10.20 am and concluded at 10.57 am 

 
 
 

…………… 
Chairman 

 


